After earning a bachelors degree in biology fram fOI' NOllflC tion

LInion College in Schenectady, NY, and a mas- .

ter's degree in science journalism from MNew erters
York University, Melissa worked as a children’s
book editor for nine years before becoming &
fulltime writer in 2000 She has written every-
thing from board books for preschoolers to
magazine articles for adults.
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Melissa believes that nothing brings nonfiction
writing to life like firsthand research. While gath-
ering information for her books, she has ex-
plored tropical rain forests in Costa Rica, gone
on safari in East Africa, and swum with sea lions
in the Galapagos Islands.
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YWhen Melissa isn't writing or exploring the natu-
ral world, she spends time speaking at schools,
libraries, nature centers, and educator confer-
ences. She isa member of the Society of Chil-
dren’'s Book Writers and Illustrators Board of
Advisors and a judge for the American Institute
of Physics Children's Science Writing Award
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